
Jewish Genealogical Society of the Conejo Valley and 

Ventura County* (JGSCV) (*and surrounding areas) 
 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of the Conejo Valley and Ventura County (JGSCV) 

will hold a Zoom meeting, Sunday, January 9, 2022 1:30-3:30 p.m. Open only to 

JGSCV members (see below for membership app). Ask the Experts/Schmoozing 

Corner begins at 1:10 PM Zoom link will be emailed to members a few days before 

the meeting. 
 

 
    
 
  
     
 

 

 
During the Covid19 pandemic in the UK in July 2020 a woman asked for help in 

identifying her newly-discovered (via DNA) Jewish birth-father. She could not 

imagine the story about to unfold. In the next three weeks, following the DNA 

trail and building family trees for each of 8 significant DNA hits on 3 different 

websites, her ties to four half-siblings were identified, all sharing the same 

father but with four different mothers. To be certain of the connections 

between the DNA matches and the half-siblings, it was necessary to use the 

JRI-Poland database to create family trees going back to the late 1700s. In 

the process the accuracy of the DNA-estimated family relationships could be 

compared with the true family relationships and the impact of any endogamy 

could be analyzed. 

Speaker: Michael Tobias is a co-founder and Board Member of Jewish 

Records Indexing – Poland (1995-); Vice President of the Jewish 

Genealogical Society of Great Britain (JGSGB 2019-); Honorary Research 

Fellow – Genealogical Studies, University of Strathclyde (2020-); Former 

Vice President, Programming of JewishGen, Inc (1995-2018). He was 

Database matching consultant to the International Commission on 

Holocaust Era Insurance Claims.  Michael was awarded the International 

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies Lifetime Achievement award 

in Washington in 2011. He was awarded the OBE for services to the 

Jewish Community in the Queen’s New Year Honors List 2021. 
 

 There is no charge to attend the meeting.  Anyone may join JGSCV. Annual   

 dues are $30 for an individual and $35 for a family.  
 https://www.jgscv.org/pdf/membership%20application.pdf 

  

The Program: 

Ich Bin Ein Berliner: (Re)uniting  

Five Half-siblings from Four 

Different Mothers 
 

For more information contact: information@JGSCV.org  or call 

Jan Meisels Allen@ 818-889-6616  See: www.JGSCV.org 
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