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 FamilySearch is focused on transitioning to digital 
resources

 It is estimated that about 70% of the FamilySearch 
resources are part of unindexed collections

 Indexing is time-consuming, so rather than wait for 
items to be indexed, FamilySearch is focusing on 
putting resources online before they are indexed

This involves time-consuming manual searching on 
the part of the end user, but can be very 
rewarding!
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Introduction



 To use FamilySearch, you must create a (free) userid – you 
do not need to put your tree information on the site if you 
don’t wish to do so

 Users typically use the Search>Records function to locate 
indexed records

 Locating unindexed records uses the Search> Catalog 
function

 Unindexed records typically follow the organizational 
scheme of the originating archives – these records are 
from all around the world, many converted from 
microfilm collections
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How to Locate Unindexed Records



 If the original archives has index volumes, these 
will usually be included in the collection
 You use the indexes the same way you would as if you 

were visiting the archives itself  - use the indexes to 
find the data you want, note the year, volume, and 
page number

 Then find the year and volume you want to locate the 
record itself – note that this doesn’t apply to the 
Latvian Jewish vital records

 FamilySearch continues to film records in the Latvian 
State Historical Archives (LSHA/LVVA)

 Most Jewish vital records have already been filmed
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How to Locate Unindexed Records
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LVVA Archival Designations on JewishGen

LVVA Latvijas Valsts vēstures arhīvs (Latvian State Historical Archives)
Every archival file is digitized as a separate file and the title page shows: 
fond name, fund number, inventory number, file number, dates of the 
document and number of pages.
Note the image number (144) and record number (F235 – Female #235)
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LVVA Archival Designations on 
FamilySearch



Sign onto FamilySearch

From the homepage, use the dropdown 
“Search” and select “Catalog”

Search by place - Latvia
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How did I Locate that File?
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Catalog Search – Select “Latvia”
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Select “Places Within Latvia”
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Places (partial listing) - Daugavpils
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Now select “Places within Latvia, 
Daugavpils”

Note that “Emigration and immigration” is where you will find the passport 
books
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Select “Daugavpils” again

You need to go down another level to find the Jewish records – they are 
NOT included with the other church records
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Almost there…

• “Census” subject heading will contain the 1897 
All Russian Census 
• Digital files have been created, but images not yet 

available
• “Jewish records” contains the BMD records



14

Catalog Entry for the Collection
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Partial List of Jewish Vital Records

1. Wait for the full list to load
2. Do a “find” to make sure the high level fond number can be found – if 

so, do a “find” for the year, until you find the birth records for 1891
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Verify that the fond and file numbers 
match

To access the birth records, click on the camera icon

JewishGen
Latvia DB:

FamilySearch:
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This is the first screen of all Jewish 
births in Dvinsk (Daugavpils) in 1891
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Enter 144 into the image number

Click on the highlighted record
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You have now located the birth record 
for Chaya-Sora Minsk:
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The same record in the Raduraksti (LVVA 
website) 

Note that the resolution is not as good as on FamilySearch
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But I don’t speak Russian!

Jonathan D. Shea and William F. Hoffman: 
In Their Words; A Genealogist’s 
Translation Guide to Polish, German, 
Latin, and Russian Documents, vol.2: 
Russian, 2nd ed. Houston: Language & 
Lineage Press, 2014.



 FamilySearch continues to film materials from the 
Latvian State Historical Archives, making them 
available as they are digitized before indexing

 Opportunities abound for district research groups 
to raise funds to translate new materials
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Conclusion
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Questions?


