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Introduction

» FamilySearch is focused on transitioning to digital
resources

» It is estimated that about 70% of the FamilySearch
resources are part of unindexed collections

» Indexing is time-consuming, so rather than wait for
items to be indexed, FamilySearch is focusing on
putting resources online before they are indexed

» This involves time-consuming manual searching on
the part of the end user, but can be very
rewarding!




How to Locate Unindexed Records

» To use FamilySearch, you must create a (free) userid - you
do not need to put your tree information on the site if you
don’t wish to do so

» Users typically use the Search>Records function to locate
indexed records

» Locating unindexed records uses the Search> Catalog
function

» Unindexed records typically follow the organizational
scheme of the originating archives - these records are
from all around the world, many converted from
microfilm collections



How to Locate Unindexed Records

» If the original archives has index volumes, these
will usually be included in the collection

» You use the indexes the same way you would as if you
were visiting the archives itself - use the indexes to
find the data you want, note the year, volume, and
page number

» Then find the year and volume you want to locate the
record itself - note that this doesn’t apply to the
Latvian Jewish vital records

» FamilySearch continues to film records in the Latvian
State Historical Archives (LSHA/LVVA)

» Most Jewish vital records have already been filmed




LVVA Archival Designations on JewishGen

MINSK, Khaya-Sora

Mordukh, Yosel Dinaburg / [Daugavpils]
5/8/1891

Liba, Abram-Itzik Dvinsk
[Mon 13 Av 5651]

MINSK Vitebsk

Dinaburg / Dvinsk / Dwinsk / Daugavpils || Not microfilmed /
1801 144
Fz235 LVVA/5024/2/272

LVVA = Latvijas Valsts véstures arhivs (Latvian State Historical Archives)

Every archival file is digitized as a separate file and the title page shows:
fond name, fund number, inventory number, file number, dates of the

document and number of pages.

Note the image number (144) and record number (F235 - Female #235)




LVVA Archival Designations on
FamilySearch

Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain
JEWISH Births, LVVA-005024-0002-000272, 1891 Record Vault

International Digital 105919227 (O]




How did | Locate that File?

» Sign onto FamilySearch

» From the homepage, use the dropdown
“Search” and select “Catalog”

» Search by place - Latvia




Catalog Search - Select “Latvia”

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:
Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

Place

[ Latvid

Latvia
Latvia
Latvia
' U.S.S.R, Latvia

2 Results
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Select “Places Within Latvia”

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
& PRINT Catalog Print List (0)

Use for:
Latvija
U.S.S.R,, Latvia

Places within Latvia »

» Latvia - Archives and libraries ( 1) ) .

. . N i y Print List
~ Latvia - Archives and libraries - Inventories, registers, catalogs ( 5 )
+ Latvia - Bibliography ( 2 )

» Latvia - Biography ( 16 )
+ Latvia - Biography - Dictionaries ( 3 )
+» Latvia - Buildings, dwellings, etc. (1)
~ Latvia - Cemeteries ( 2 )




Places (partial listing) - Daugavpils

Annas Jelgava Ogre Ugale
Apukalns Kabile Olaine Umurga
Audera Asite Kaldabruna Omuli Usma
Augspils Katrinas Ozupine Vadakste
Augstroze Kirbeli Pampali Valbérgi
Aumeisteri Kirbeni Pedele Valka

Balvi Kraslava Péterupe Valle
Barbele Krimulda Pinki Valmiera
Bate Krustpils Priekule Vane
Bauska Krite Puze Vangazi
Bebrene Kuldiga Remte Varaklani
Bikernieki Kursisi Renda Varme
Birzi Lambarte Renge Varnaviti
Blidene Landze Repjakalns Vecauce
Burtnieki Lasi Reval Vecgulbene
Carnikava Laukese Rezekne Vecjércéni
Celmenieki Launlikupéni Riebini Veckalsnava
Césis Lejasciems Riga Veclasi
Ceésu L&éni Riga Veclikupéni
Code Lielauce Rinda Vecmuiza
Dalbe Lieldzérve Ropazi Vecpils
Daugavpils Lieliecava Rucava Vecsaule

Dignaja Liellvande Sakaspils Vecsélpils




Now select “Places within Latvia,
Daugavpils”

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
& PRINT Catalog Print List (0)

Part of Latvia

Places within Latvia, Daugavpils »

» Latvia, Daugavpils - Church records ( 2 )
» Latvia, Daugavpils - Emigration and immigration ( 1 )
» Latvia, Daugavpils - Jewish history ( 1 )

Note that “Emigration and immigration” is where you will find the passport
books



Select “Daugavpils” again

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
& PRINT Catalog Print List (0)

Part of Latvia

Places within Latvia, Daugavpils ¥

Daugavpils IlGkste Piedruja Subate
Demene Latgale Saliena Viski
Edipte Lipinigki Skrudaliena

+ Latvia, Daugavpils - Church records ( 2 )
» Latvia, Daugavpils - Emigration and immigration ( 1)
» Latvia, Daugavpils - Jewish history ( 1)

You need to go down another level to find the Jewish records - they are
NOT included with the other church records




Almost there...

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
& PRINT Catalog Print List (0)

Part of Latvia, Daugavpils

» Latvia, Daugavpils, Daugavpils - Census ( 1)
+ Latvia, Daugavpils, Daugavpils - Jewish records ( 1 )

« “Census” subject heading will contain the 1897

All Russian Census
» Digital files have been created, but images not yet
available

o “Jewish records” contains the BMD records




Catalog Entry for the Collection

o
tpo
qcDPamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing

Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Latvia, Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Jewish records, 1868-1908

Authors: Jewish Congregation. Daugavpils (Daugavpils) (Main
Author)
National Archives. Riga (Latvia) (Repository)
Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Digital Images
Language: Latvian
German
Russian
Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Digitized by FamilySearch

International, 2018




Partial List of Jewish Vital Records

Film/Digital Notes (This family history center has 1 of 1 films/fiche.)

Note Location
Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain
RABINATS JEWISH Births, LVVA-0004359-0002- Record Vault

000012, 1908

Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain
RABINATS JEWISH Births, LVVA-004359-0002- Record Vault
000002, 1894

Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain
RABINATS JEWISH Births, LVVA-004359-0002- Record Vault
000003, 1895

Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain
RABINATS JEWISH Births, LVVA-004359-0002- Record Vault
000005, 1898

Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain
RABINATS JEWISH Births, LVVA-004359-0002- Record Vault

1. Wait for the full list to load

Collection/Shelf

International Digital

International Digital

International Digital

International Digital

International Digital

Film

DGS

105919259

105919261

105919263

105919265

105919267

Format

2. Do a “find” to make sure the high level fond number can be found - if
so, do a “find” for the year, until you find the birth records for 1891




Verify that the fond and file numbers
match

Mordukh, Yosel Dinaburg / [Daugavpils]
. 5/8/1891
JewishGen MINSK, Khaya-Sora Liba, Abram-Itzik Do
. [Mon 13 Av 5651]
Latvia DB: MINSK Vitebsk

Dinaburg / Dvinsk / Dwinsk / Daugavpils ||Not microfilmed /

1891 144
Fa235 LVVA/5024/2/272
FamilySearch:
Daugavpils, Daugavpils, Latvia - DAUGAVPILS Granite Mountain

JEWISH Births, LVVA-005024-0002-000272, 1891 Record Vault

International Digital 105919227 (O]

To access the birth records, click on the camera icon




This is the first screen of all Jewish
births in Dvinsk (Daugavpils) in 1891

Records Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

Film # 105919227 w | & Source Box | Attach to Family Tree

EpPrint ¥ Download €3 Tools




Enter 144 into the image number

Film # 105919227 w

Click on the highlighted record



You have now located the birth record

for Chaya-Sora Minsk:

Records Family Tree  Genealogies  Catalog Books Wiki
Film # 105919227 w &= Source Box I Attach to Family Tree
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No indexes are available.




The same record in the Raduraksti (LVVA
website)

Contents »Church books »Jews »Rabbinats »DAUGAVPILS »1891-1891 Born

UACTH 1.0 POBINIXCH.

2 . Krocome :::'-_n.u-: - mwnn,ll-,ﬂn-l-;m

E ‘."““"'"(xp-whp‘- t—gmt“q—m
& amexid, E mavps. e

Note that the resolution is not as good as on FamilySearch



But | don’t speak Russian!

IN THEIR WORDS
A Grweasoorst's Teaseamos Gome o poss, JONAthan D. Shea and William F. Hoffman:
Rty Lz, no Bosens Docomuis In Their Words; A Genealogist’s
Translation Guide to Polish, German,
Latin, and Russian Documents, vol.2:
Russian, 2nd ed. Houston: Language &
Lineage Press, 2014.

by Jonathan D, Shea & William F. Hoffman




Conclusion

» FamilySearch continues to film materials from the
Latvian State Historical Archives, making them
available as they are digitized before indexing

» Opportunities abound for district research groups
to raise funds to translate new materials



Questions?




