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By Sheryl Kornman

Little Neck—When Sasha Gendtin
urrived in Israel in 1946, he thought
that he was all alone in the world,
His family, he believed, had been
killed in the war,

At the same time, his brother, Lev
liyieh Chaslavaky, who was living in
Moscow with his wife and children,
thought that Sasha was dead. Chas-
lavsky knew that Gendlin had been
wounded geveral times while fightin

with the Russian Army and auapectes
that he had not survived.

For more than 20 years, the broth-
ers lived with those beliefs. Then
American cousing searching for “loat”
family members discovered that Sa-
sha Gendlin of Haifa was Sasha Chas-
laveky, son of Dvura and Hillel
Chaslavsky. and, like his brother,
born in the amall Soviet town of Soa-
nitza. To help insure his survival, Sa-
sha had adopted his mother’s
surname to create a new identity.

The brothers were reunited recent-
ly. Because Israel' and the Soviet
Union have ne diplomatic relations,
the meeting took place at the home of
a cousin, Debbie Schwartz of §7-44
- 260th St. Mra. Schwartz had been
named Debbie in memory of their
mother.

Chaslavsky, 70, who speaka only
Russian and Yiddish, arrived in New
York on Sépt. 14 on an Aeroflot jet—
4,662 air miles from Lome. He came.
on a 60-day tourist visa, Gendlin, 60,
who speaks Ruasian, Hebrew, Yiddish
and some English, flew the 6,826
milea from Tel Aviv to Kennedy Air-
port on El Al Airlines, arriving Oct. 9
with his wife, Sarah, and 9-year-old
son Yitzechak.'

It was an emotional moment for
both men. They had not seen each
other for 43 years. Gendlin recalled
yesterday that as he passed through

) # 5 7
After 48" Years, Brothers Reunited

customs and made his way towards
the waiting room, he searched the
crowd for the face of his brother and
recognized him immediately. His eyes
moistened as he recalled the moment.

“When I saw him, it was like T was
seeing & whole new person in front of
me. The first thing I asked him was
about "his health and how were his
sisters and his children”

It was diffieult for Cheslavsky to
put his feelinga into words. “How does
one feel when one sees a brother for
43 yeurs? How con one deacribe the
feeling? I never thought 1 would see
my brother agajn, 8o how do you
think T felt?”

The two hazel-eyed men studled
each other across the dining room ta-
ble. They were very different mow:
Chaslavsky was a relired business-
man, with his bair thick and steel
gray, his face strong and handsome,
in navy pinatripe suit and vest; Gend.
lin, a security guard, waa ‘naldmg, of

‘nllghtly smaller stature, 'with a

friendly face, in green aport ghirt and
aweater, with his y—arms, neck,
cheat—scarred from wounds suﬁ'ered
during World War I, .

N lchr I'l\cu by mn HNevilla

Brothers Lev Chaslavsky of Moscow, lefl, and Sasha Gendiln of Helfa |

The last time that Chaslaveky had ..

had news of his brother was in 1945,
after Gendlin had entered a hospltal
with shrapnel wounda received while
serving in the artillery. A friend had
written Chaslavaky a letter saying
Gendlin was no longer in the hoapi-
tal—and no one knew where he might
be. He had spent 54 days in & coma; it
was assumed that he had not sur-

yived.

In 1930, Chaslavsky had left his
parenis’ home and gone to Moscow
University o study economics. In
1932, he married Mania Shatkina,
had three children and settled in Mos-
cow, where he lives alone now, a wid-
ower, in an apariment and on a
government pension.

Gendlin left home in 1936 to join
the Russian Navy, sailing the North
Sea aboard supply ships that serviced
geological expeditions. In 1939, he
was drafied into the Russian Army.
fought against Finland and escaped
into the woods when his unit was cap-
tured. He served with the infantiry as
an artillery cxpert during World War
I and, after he was wounded serious-
ly for the fourth time, Jowish physi-
ciang who were caring for him told
him he belonged in the Jewish home-
land, Palestine. -

With the help of the Jewish Bri-
gade, he made his way to Italy, where
he joined the Jewish underground,
Aliyah Bet, which helped Jews flee

*

from Europe to lsrael. He got passage
aboard the ship Ulua but was not yet
out of danger. He survived a serious
benting at the hands of British sailors
who boarded the ship and diverled it
to Cyprus. Tn Cyprus, he changed his
namg to Gendlm and completed his
journey. arriving in Haifa to begin .
again.

Although the brothers will leave
New York in a few days, they are op-
timistic they will see each other again
in & couple of years. They didn't apend
much of their time here seeing the
sighta as tourists usually do

[ didw't come to see America,”
K‘hnsllavsky gaid, "I came to see my
mily.” :







Marital Status Married

Last Name Chaslavcky

Spouse's First Name Dvora

Last Name* Khaslavski

Spouse's Maiden )
Gendlin
Name

First Name

Permanent Place of
R Novogrod,Le¢
First Name*

Profession Butcher
Gender

Place during the War  Novogr

Date of Birth
Status according to

Source

Place of Birth Russia (USSR)

Submitter's Last
Name

Submitter's First
Name

Relationship to
Victim

Yad Vashem -

Source E :
Memorial Collection

Type of material Page of Testimony

Item ID 921576




Father's First Name Paltiel

* wmrmraws e owrawmriew B el s

Mother's First Name
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T » For more than 20 years, the broth-
Al the same time, hia brother, Loy ers lived with those beliefs. Then

liyieh Chaslavsky, who was living 1n : : ) L
Wioscow Wit ‘wife and children, bt sl v f"ﬂ{a;“’g‘;_
thought that Sasha was dead. Chas- )

lavsky knew that Gendlin had been [| 302 endlin of Haifo was Jashy Chas
wounded several times while ﬁghtinﬁ

( 1 wslavsky. and, hike his brother,
with the Russian Arm_y and suspecte born in the small Soviet town of Sos-
that he had not survived.

nitza. To help insure his survival, Sa-
sha had adopted his mother's
surname to create a new identity.
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