Glimpses of Jewish Everyday Life
In Tsarist Russia
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Russian Jewry




Common Characteristics

Language, Religion,
Economy Yiddish

E i i'. ..v' TR T
o el T 0k e SorEpuiaitpd iy -
- = r' e y ..(oﬁ?‘“lt{l-/wh"‘"
; TR U S L <4
ol B [ 10 ,‘.ﬁl’{ rﬂ'"“' "--)l r 7-(
. Il;o'iL‘ J.;H‘ 0{ (cr‘ I“"’ drﬁ"vf" ,,,\
-"L,l '

$
.mfﬂ,ﬂlnr ?vl;f@l (;’ "wwuovtﬂ 44
T e
/QP;_//J,
e ‘}.-ﬂ',,.“, . ’ T
\f‘ -au‘r ‘
t.drlé ‘b" Wi * . I - “‘v “",1/ s
-v\ ". d qd.-' " r/’l‘. ‘_)’Jyu. i AEre
eit S e i
gt et s
q:a I ""ffr g ,-.{ M‘ﬁ"
,r,,'r ’l .{.1 M [,’ '. ,-: LB el ¥ F
_,”_, I,J)'gj#srrﬂ } >
l 00-‘ l V‘; :
‘ oy 'f' f e
Y w‘:’;—wt ib l(ﬁf'r) p*'-” Qa‘
s off 'r:-,‘(,_,,!rp "'c.

/MV Ll

veod ﬂ"o ‘nn od-a

o '“'.il"y

.

- L4 ¥
LY S A el e




Mestechko or Shtetl Jewish Occupations
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Vue prise de Zaretchie.

ition D. Visun, Vilna.

iasta od ogrodu Bernardyiskiego. ok. 1904 r.




Integration of Jews Into the Russian Empire

Franz Roubaud (Odessa 1856-1928 Munich)
“Village Merchants: Street of Jarmolinzi in Podolia”




Creating a Legible People:
Metrical Books

Aovram Volcholk

-

77

rCcumcisg

Gorodnya
towwnsman
Berka Rakh-
lenko and his wife
Pesya

infant
Aron
Shlioma




Handwritten Birth Certificates from Slutsk

(information taken from
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Missing Registration (Zhitomir District Court)
DAZHO, f. 24, op. 11, d. 196 |. 1.




Legalizing Last Wills and
Testaments in District Courts




Petition of Etka Leibovna Kovnerova (7 Apirl

1842) LVIA, . 447, op. 27, d. 235, IL.I.

My deceased mother, the Vil'na townswoman Etka Leibovna
Kovnerova, in agreement with her husband and my father, Leib
ludelovich Kovner, signed her will on 8 December 1841 in the
presences of witnesses. . . . She bequeathed to me, the petitioner,
one room and also a small space in the courtyard in a one-story
wooden house for perpetuity. She bought them with her husband

(my father) in the city of Vil'na on the street leading from Zashkovaia
Street to Zelenyi Bridge, no. 797. It is worth 200 rubles. As my
mother . . . has already died, | am acting to establish myself in a
legitimate way as the owner of the room and small space in the
courtyard. In addition to my mother’s aforementioned will, | enclose
a certificate from the Vil’'na state rabbi about the death of my mother
on 3 April 1842.

(Petition rejected: Will only signed by two people in Yiddish “without
any Russian words.”




Marriage and Divorce

Grounds for Jewish Divorces in Vil’'na, 1837-1838
Grounds (as recorded in Russian) Number

Childlessness
Husband’s illness
Husband’s illness and inability to have children

Husband’s illness and inability to live together
Wife’s illness

Wife’s illness prior to marriage

Mutual desire to divorce

They do not love each other

He did not like her

She did not like him

Inability to live together

He cursed her parents

She cursed his parents

She cursed him

He behaved indecently

He cannot support her

Promiscuity of the wife

Halitsah

Husband was recruited into the military
He beat her

She could not live with her stepchildren

A religious prohibition prevents him from having sexual relations 1
Total 133

Source: LVIA, f. 728, op. 2, d. 6, 1837-38.




Marriage and Divorce:
Chancellery of the State Rabbi Yakov Maze




Truly Divorced? A Request to the State
Rabbi of Moscow from Paris




1897 Census:
5,189,401 Jews

Pale of Settlement
(1791-1917)

Jewish communal
Institutions took care
of the poor —
hekdesh (hospice for
the poor)

lliness and Disability




Mariia Shkol'nik (Socialist Revolutionary)




Arrested Socilalist Revolutionary
Women (Mariia Shkolnik)




lliness and Disability




Tuberculosis:
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Guardianship Case in the Kiev Orphan’s Court:
Khaia Burshtein of Kiev(1899) (DA,K, f. 164, op. 1,
d. 1197, Il. 1-1 ob).

Her daughter Dvoira was
married to the civil
engineer Samuil Betgilel.
They were separated but
not divorced.

The granddaughter,
Liubov lived with her
mother in Kiev.

Dvoira died on 2 May
1899

Father and grandmother
fight for custody

Testimony of Samuil
about his wife’s iliness
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“Tuberculosis and consumption
can be prevented! Helping the
sick is a big mitzvah. Preventing
iliness is a bigger mitzvah.”
Yiddish poster. Artist unknown.
Published by OZE, Berlin, 1923,
with support from the Fund for
Relief of Jewish War Victims
and Federation of Ukrainian
Jews, London. The cartoons
illustrate the perils of spitting,
and coughing and sneezing
without covering one’s mouth
and nose, and tout the benefits
of fresh air, cleanliness, and a
balanced diet. (YIVO)
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Mental Health

" g

¢+ * Petition of Enta
¥.  Pushnerto
Institutionalize her
mother in the vil’'na

Jewish Hospital
(1895).

 Rivka Arliuk of
Oshmiany (1902)




Petition of Enta Pushner of ViI'na to
the Governor of ViI'na (1895)




Medical Report (1895)
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Petitions about
Improper
Conscription of
Children




Petition of the Jewish Townspeople of Vitebsk and Nevelsk Districts to
the Minister of War, Prince Chernyshev (8 September 1851)
RGVIA, f. 405, op. 4, d. 13028










The “Rothschilds of the Moscow”: Lazar and Rozaliia
Poliakov by Konstantin Makovsky 1883
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Deutsches Volksblatt
(2 January 1885)

“Lazar Poliakov and
family, who came from
Paris, traveled with
Princess Marie
Dolgurukoff and Princess
Sophie Scherbatoff, who
came from ltaly. The
Russians are staying at
the Hotel Imperial.




Conflict over Kashrut (1887)




Poliakov
Synagogue
In Moscow

Rabbi Yaakov
|saevich Maze

(1860-1924) — state
rabbi of Moscow




