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On July 2019, I received a MyHeritage Record Match for my paternal great-grandfather with a 

document from the Arolsen archive. Researching the document helped me discover a very 

emotional story — and confirmed for me how we cannot trust all the documents we find. 

 

My Family 

My paternal grandfather, Hersh Horowitz, was the first of five children born to Joseph Horowitz 

and Sara Menczel. Sara died after giving birth to the 5th child, who unfortunately also died few 

days later. After a few years, Joseph remarried Perl “Penina” Sternberg, who had a child from 

her own first marriage, and the new couple had another three children together. 

 

 
 

Joseph and Perl managed to immigrate to Israel after WWII, where they lived until their death 

at a ripe old age… or at least that is what I believed. 

 

Record Matching from MyHeritage - https://www.myheritage.com  

Record Matching technology is designed to automatically find matching historical records for 

the family trees on MyHeritage, from their growing collection of billions of records. 

 

The goal of Record Matching is to be a discovery-finder and a time-saver. It will automatically 

research every individual in every family tree on MyHeritage, consolidating all the relevant 

historical records found in one interactive report, which the user can then go over 
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systematically. Automatic research is not a substitute for manual research, but it can certainly 

unearth discoveries that we would not have had the time or luck to find on our own. 

 

 
 

Record Matching is sensitive to synonyms and matches in other languages. This is important, 

because the way we write names and information in our family trees may be different than the 

way the same people and information are listed in historical records, and they may have been 

listed in other countries where the local language uses a different alphabet. 

 

Arolsen Archives - https://arolsen-archives.org  

The Arolsen Archives (formerly International Tracing Service / ITS) are an international 

information center on Nazi persecution with the world's most comprehensive archive on the 

victims and survivors of National Socialism. The collection, which references around 17.5 million 

people, is a UNESCO World Document Heritage. It contains documents on the various groups of 

victims of the Nazi regime and is an important source of knowledge for today's society. 

 

https://arolsen-archives.org/


 
 

International Refugee Organization (IRO) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Refugee_Organization 

The International Refugee Organization (IRO) was an intergovernmental organization founded 

on April 20, 1946 to deal with the massive refugee problem created by World War II. A 

Preparatory Commission began operations fourteen months previously. In 1948, the treaty 

establishing the IRO formally entered into force and the IRO became a United Nations 

specialized agency. The IRO assumed most of the functions of the earlier United Nations Relief 

and Rehabilitation Administration. In 1952, operations of the IRO ceased, and it was replaced 

by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Refugee_Organization


 
 

International Refugee Organization Preparatory Commission 

In accordance with a resolution adopted by the General Assembly November 17, 1947, and a 

resolution of the Economic and Social Council of March 1, 1948, the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations (Lie) requested that Carl J. Hambro (Norway) and Pierce Williams (United 

States) prepare a report on the progress and prospect of repatriation, resettlement, and 

immigration of displaced persons and refugees, for submission to the seventh session of 

ECOSOC. In describing the work of the Preparatory Commission of the International Refugee 

Organization in the field of repatriation and resettlement, the report pointed to the difficulty 

which the commission faced in making policy decisions since its constitution had not been 

ratified by the necessary number of governments to enable the permanent organization to 

come into existence. 


