Handout

Use of DNA and Modern Technologies in Holocaust Historiography and Family Research

*Historiography is the examination of how a specific topic is studied by historians,
including the particular sources, techniques, and theoretical approaches, and how the
methodologies influence the writing of history, and changing interpretations of historical
events.

From Encyclopedia Brittanica: “critical examination of sources, the selection of
particular details from the authentic materials in those sources, and the synthesis of
those details into a narrative that stands the test of critical examination.”

History is what happens. Historiography is how to make sense of it.

*What is a Microhistory?

An attempt to claim the experiences of individuals and how they interacted with one
another as well as the broader economic, demographic, political and social structures
around them, as a contrast to perceiving them as data points. Involves a combination
of archival research and interviews to understand an event or events on a small scale,
and then perhaps scale up to a meso- or macro- context — looking at individual pixels
on a screen to better recognize the whole.

*Can We Write a Microhistory?

What can these results tell us about the Piotrkow Ghetto?

Dynamics of the First Ghetto in Occupied Europe

The Ghetto was porous and allowed movement of Jews and non-Jews (testimonies
corroborate this)

The local population was tolerant enough to allow a known Jewish child born in 1943 to
survive, both during and after the War — Polish-Jewish Relations

The local population identifying as “Catholic” contained individuals with Jewish roots.
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