My Search for
A& Chaike Schechter

David Oseas, JGSCV August 15, 2021




liscovered in passenger list
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« Naturalization activity in 1941 (form 505)
« Wrong age to be Esther (born 1882, age 25)
+ Who was Chaike?

Record discovered on 5/14/2005

Important things to note:

* Handwritten notation indicates some naturalization activity in March, 1941

* X-marks to left of passenger names indicate that they were detained; look for
Detained Aliens pages at end of manifest

* Post-1907 manifests are 2 pages; include name of contact in “old country” and
who they are going to in US

* Passengers usually listed in chronological order, from oldest to youngest
immediate family members, then others

* See JewishGen Manifest Marking Infofile
(https://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Manifests/occ/ ) for details about CofA &
Form 505



Multiple searches over many years

Not in any census, marriage or death record: looking for a single woman of her age,
with surname resembling Schechter



FOIA Requests Come Up Empty

US. Department of Homeland Security
P.O. Box 648010
Lee's Summit, MO 64064-8010

U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration
Services

NRC2008009049

| This 15 1n res] tormation Act/Privacy Act (FOIA/PA) request recaived in this
office February 15,72 mromg Chaike Schechter.

We have completed our search for records: however, records responsive to your request were not located.
10 you still beheve that we have records within the scope of your request, and can provide us with
additional information, we will conduct another scarch. 1f you elect 10 request another scarch, we
recommend that you NOT follow the appeals procedure deseribed below until we have completed the
search.

This request was on 2/2/2008, before USCIS Genealogy Program
| went ahead & subsequently paid for a USCIS Genealogy Program index search, with
same negative results

Notation on passenger manifest indicates that some sort of naturalization activity
took place in 1941



Even expert advice are dead ends

« May, 2013: Asked Marian Smith about Form 505

« February, 2016: Asked Marian Smith for advice in
"Your Questions Webinar®

« November, 2018: Wrote to USCIS Librarian per
Marian Smith's advice

To: David Oseas

Cc CIS HISTORY LIBRARY
Subject: RE: Seeking research advice regarding passenger list notation
o
Dear Mr. Oseas, =
We have been unable to identify Chaike Schechter. The manifest notation is about naturalization but our historian says that =
the notation “no C.A.” means that a Certificate Arrival was not issued and it is necessary for naturalization. T3 g the

naturalization never went through. Because of the time period, it is probable that Chaike Schechter marrj
name and we may never know who she was in 1941. As well as variations of C names, | searched on varj
another alternate. | sorry we could not further help you.
Yours,

hd angliciz] £
Pns of Eva Ili

U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services History Library

| have asked numerous experts for advice about this case at conferences & society
meetings...their answers did help to clarify issues or lead me to other avenues of
research

| was fortunate enough to ask Marian Smith for advice on 3 separate occasions
USCIS’s blanket “no CA” statement is not entirely accurate — the actual CofA situation
is more complex (see slide #11)...



Discovered a brother
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Sailed with Esther’s (future?) husband “Eli" (Jechiel)

Passenger record discovered 10/25/2006
| had previously learned of Alex’s existence from Rochel & Ida’s Detained Aliens entry



Found Alex’'s marriage record

Marriage record lists wife’s maiden surname as Olsberg

marriage record discovered 10/24/2015
Marriage record lists wife’s maiden surname as Olsberg



No results for Ida Olsberg
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Marriage records of Alex s children
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Surname listed as Rosenberg or Eisenberg

Children’s marriage records discovered 4/26/2018
Ida’s surname listed as Rosenberg or Eisenberg



Which leads to finding
naturalization of Alex’'s wife
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F .8, BLBLTiLGE w BrLER)). R
This petition for naturalization, hereby made and filsd pursuant to Section 310(s) oDy biecouba-art whsidy of the Nationality respectfully shows:
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Searching for Ida Eisenberg proves fruitful
Date of Alex’s arrival is wrong on Ida’s petition (actual is January 16, 1907)
Date of Ida’s arrival on petition (not shown) is wrong (actual is December 8, 1907)
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Chaike Schechter is found!

A S A bbb b P S

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE No 2 R 848466
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE &

CERTIFICATE OF ARRIVAL 370811

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the immigration records show that the alien named below arrived at the port,
on the date, and in the manner shown, and was lawfully admitted to the United States of America for

permanent residence.
Name: Chaike Bisenberg now Ida Schechier i
Port of entry: Hew York, N, Y. \
Date: Dec, 12, 1908 \
Manner of arrival: S8 Lusitania

I FURTHER CERTIFY that this certificate of arrivalis issued under authority of, and in conformity with,
the provisions of the Nationality Act of 1940 (Pub., No. 853, 76th Cong.), solely for the use of the alien

herein named and only for naturalization purposes. SEP 24 122
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this certificate of arrival is issued . \\ |
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRY ISSUED Y 1)&
Vi
hmﬁﬁ_m 220 s covoanmnt ruming arrice 18—10101 Chicf, Certifications "

nr

In this case, a Certificate of Registry was issued rather than a Certificate of Arrival. |
was lucky that it was included with Ida’s petition — some petition collections do not
have CofAs.

Note that the date of arrival recorded on Certificate of Registry is wrong (actual is
December 8, 1907)



Ancestry had only index card

No. .5 598075
ridng w5 BoATORS AvO B
Age.. D3 ___years Dateof order of admission JURO 298N 1983

i — o e o S ]

To find actual naturalization papers on FamilySearch, | needed Petition Number
(370911) and court (Brooklyn, NY = US Eastern District of New York)

Note that the date on the index card is date of admission (date that oath of
citizenship was taken); petition date (not shown) was February 24, 1943.



» Always do comprehensive searches

- Name variations
- Search without names
> “Less is more”

Repeat searches as more records are added
Search databases on every site

Beware the dreaded ditto

Remember the FAN club

Don't be discouraged by negative results
Sometimes it pays to be lucky
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Resources
« USCIS Index Search ($65)

- https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-
genealogy/genealogy/searching-index

« USCIS Record Request ($65)
o https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-
genealogy/genealogy/requesting-records
« Ancestry.com US Naturalization Record Index
o https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1192/
» FamilySearch Final petition and citizenship
papers (New York: Eastern District), 1865-1958
o https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/988724
» JewishGen Info File on Manifest Markings
o https://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Manifests/occ/
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