
THE STRIPPER AND THE RABBI
A DNA Success Story



This is a story about a stripper and a Rabbi. 

It’s a pretty interesting story, but it’s not what 
you’re thinking. The Rabbi is the stripper’s 

grandson, and the stripper is not that kind of 
stripper!



It all started with DNA.



• It was January of this year. I received an e-mail from my 
cousin L. Evans. She had just received her DNA results from 
23andMe. L. Evans is a 2nd cousin on my Nathanson side (my 
mother’s father’s side).

• Her top 3 matches:

• M. Nathanson, her 2nd cousin (and my 1st cousin)

• Stephen Kaufman, unknown person

• A. Nathanson, her 2nd cousin (and my 2nd cousin)

• She asked me if I knew who Stephen Kaufman was. I said I 
didn’t know of any Kaufmans who were biological relatives.

• And so the puzzle began.



I contacted Stephen Kaufman.

• His 4 closest matches on 23andMe:

• A. Nathanson, predicted 1st-2nd cousin

• L. Evans, predicted 2nd cousin 

• M. Nathanson, predicted 2nd cousin 

• D. Nathanson, predicted 2nd cousin 

• All 4 of these are my known Nathanson cousins!

• He doesn’t know of any Nathansons in his family. 



But did Steve Kaufman match me?

• My DNA was not on 23andMe. It was only on Ancestry DNA, Family 
Tree DNA, and GEDmatch.

• Steve agreed to upload his DNA to GEDmatch.

• On GEDmatch, my sister Beth and I were his 2 closest matches (out of 
thousands of matches!) We were both predicted to be 2nd-3rd cousins.

• This was a shock! We really were closely related. But how??

• We explored different possibilities. He also matched other Nathanson 
relatives and did not match my relatives on other sides who were on 
GEDmatch.



Other things I learned about Steve Kaufman:

• He was born and raised in Minneapolis (home of Nathanson family).

• He is a Rabbi who taught for years at Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati, and now lives in Las Vegas.

• His father, Leo Kaufman, was also born in Minneapolis.

• He has a brother named Bob, also a son of Leo.

• His paternal grandmother, Bessie Bellman, was the daughter of a 
Rabbi and lived with her parents. 

• He had a “mysterious grandfather” named Charles Kaufman. He knew 
NOTHING about him except that he was Jewish.



Leo Kaufman’s Birth Certificate 



Information on Leo’s Birth Certificate

• He was born on 26 Mar 1915 at Minneapolis City Hospital.

• Name changed from “Baby Boy Kaufman” to “Leo J. 
Kaufman.”

• Father, Charley Kaufman (Kauffman crossed out), was 36 
years old, born in Russia, a factory worker, lived at 1112 11th

Ave. No.

• Mother, Bessie Bellman, was 23 years old, born in Russia, a 
housewife, lived at same address.

• This is the only record where Charles Kaufman appears.



What was Leo like?
(Source: Steve Kaufman)

• He was a natural salesman; his primary talent was “chatting up 
people.”

• He tried different fields early on: carpets, jewelry, but soon settled on 
men’s clothing.

• During his prime years, he was Sales Manager at the Minneapolis firm 
of Block and Heller, which produced wool shirts.

• Also sold children’s and men’s outerwear for different companies.

• Loved the ladies. Married 6 times!

• Liked to gamble on sporting events and occasionally go fishing. 

• Strong personality. Liked to get his way.



Bessie Bellman’s Sad Life 

• Born in “Russia” (probably Ukraine) in 1888; immigrated with parents and 3 
brothers about 1906, never became a US citizen. 

• Lived with her parents in North Minneapolis (about half a mile from the 
Nathansons). Father was a Rabbi. 

• Her occupations included housekeeper (1910), “stripper” (1912), machine 
operator (1918), seamstress (1919), track operator in knitting factory (1920).

• Had a son named Leo 26 Mar 1915. She was 23 years old at time. 

• In 1924, she was living with Leo, no occupation listed. He was 9 years old.

• By 1930, she was a patient in the State Colony for Epileptics, Cambridge, MN (not 
able to speak English according to census). Lived there for at least 25 years. 

• Died in 1955 at age 66.  



Bessie Bellman Kaufman’s Death Certificate



Definition of “Stripper” (ca. 1910)

• In a cigar factory, a stripper “strips the center vein out of tobacco 
wrapper leaves.”

• Nathanson Bros. owned a cigar factory in downtown Minneapolis at 
this time. Here it is:



Our hypothesis is ... 

• That one of my Nathanson great-uncles fathered Leo 
Kaufman.

• They could have met Bessie Bellman in the neighborhood or 
at the cigar factory.

• If that were true, Steve and Bob Kaufman would be my 2nd

cousins, as DNA predicts.



Benjamin 

D. 

Nathanson 

Sr. 

1853-1936

Yetta Gita 

Lippman

1852-1929

Henry 

Lewis 

Nathanson

1890-1972

Louis B.

Nathanson

1875-1931

Isaac (Ike)

Nathanson

1876-1939

Benjamin L. 

Nathanson

1878-1956

Moses (Moe) 

Henry 

Nathanson

1892-1952

Nathan 

Louis 

Nathanson

1886-1943

Colle 

Israel 

Nathanson

1884-1949

Lena 

Rochel

Nathanson

1882-1968

ENTER THE NATHANSONS: 

MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER BEN NATHANSON 

AND HIS FAMILY



The Ben Nathanson Family
(7 sons, 1 daughter)



Where were the Nathanson brothers in 1914?
(Sources: Mpls. City Directories; Articles about Nate)

Name Age Marital Status City Employed by

Louis 39 Married Minneapolis Nathanson Bros. 

Cigar Mfg. Company

Ike 38 Married Minneapolis Nathanson Bros. 

Cigar Mfg. Company

Ben L. 36 Married Minneapolis Nathanson Bros.

Cigar Mfg. Company

Colle 30 Married Minneapolis Nathanson Bros.

Cigar Mfg. Company

Nate 28 Married Toronto Nathanson-

Wadsworth

Company

Henry 24 Single Minneapolis Nathanson Bros. 

Cigar Mfg. Company

Moe 22 Single Minneapolis University of MN



It could “conceivably” have been 
any of the Nathanson brothers. 
Even Nate could have come home for a visit during the summer.



Photo of Leo Kaufman:
Consensus: “He looks like a Nathanson.”



Why did I focus on Ike?

• A. Nathanson (Steve’s closest match) was a descendant of Ike.

• Ike was in charge of the cigar business.

• Ike had 6 boys, born between 1903 and 1920. There was a gap between 
1909 and 1917. Leo was born in 1915.

• Leo shared characteristics with Ike’s sons:
• They were ladies’ men.

• Multiple marriages.

• Smooth talkers. 

• Natural salesmen.

• Risk-takers; entrepreneurial. 

• Bald at an early age.



IKE’S BOYS



Isaac (Ike) 

Nathanson

1876-1939

Rose 

Crown

1879-1951

Harold L. 

Nathanson

1903-1980

Gilbert C. 

Nathanson

1904-1998

David B.  

Nathanson

1907-1968

Paul B.  

Nathanson

1920-1989

Joseph S.  

Nathanson

1917-1981

Milton N.  

Nathanson

1909-1975

IKE’S BOYS



IKE’S BOYS
(with Leo inserted)

Isaac (Ike) 

Nathanson

1876-1939

Rose 

Crown

1879-1951

Harold L. 

Nathanson

1903-1980

Gilbert C. 

Nathanson

1904-1998

Paul B.  

Nathanson

1920-1989

Joseph S.  

Nathanson

1917-1981

Milton N.  

Nathanson

1909-1975

David B.  

Nathanson

1907-1968

Leo  

Kaufman

1915-2009

Bessie 

Bellman

1888-1955



And now I’d like to 
introduce . . . 

• Rabbi Stephen J. 
Kaufman

• Rabbi Emeritus, 
Hebrew Union College

• Scholar, author, 
teacher

• And my 2nd cousin!


