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Why Voter Registration Records

Are Genealogy Tools
� Voter registration records offer information of

important genealogical value.
� Valuable alternative source for finding the court of naturalization 

when the person cannot be located in a court index.
� Information includes name, address, marital status, signature, 

occupation, country or state of birth, race and more.
� Help with ED/AD/address for looking up census.
� Choose a Presidential year –more apt to have voted. Commonly 

found after 1870.
� Ratification of 19th Amendment in 1920 gave women to right  to 

vote—15 states had women’s suffrage before then but the couldn’t 
vote in all elections --New York women won the right to vote in 
1917



NYC Voter Registration Records
�New York City required annual voter registration until 

1957—most are still available. After 1957, voters re-
registered only when they changed addresses.

�The archived forms are copies of the actual voter 
applications.

� Includes: name of registrant, country or state of birth, race, 
age, street address, marital status, length of residence in 
state/county/Assembly District and Election District, 
whether native born or naturalized, country of nativity, 
date of naturalization, court where naturalization 
occurred, and address where last voted.

�Minimal charge for searching for one year.
�See: http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/nycvote.txt
� NYC Board of Elections 

http://vote.nyc.ny.us/html/contact/offices.shtml

http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/nycvote.txt
http://vote.nyc.ny.us/html/contact/offices.shtml


Typical NYC Registration Form

Request to a Borough Elections office, send a blank

ledger book abstract form (see below) and ask that it be completed

and returned to be sure you get full information
�

� Registration No.
� No. on Enrolled Blank
� Party of Enrolled Voter
� Residence Number
� Name of Street or Avenue
� Number of Room or Floor Occupied by Voter
� Surname
� Given Name
� No on Public Counter Machine No 1    General
� No on Public Counter Machine No 2
� No on Public Counter Machine No 1     Special
� No on Public Counter Machine No 2
� No on Ballot Delivered to voter             Fall Primary
� No on Ballot Voted
� Age
� . Married, single or  widowed
� . IN state ( no of years)
� In county ( no of months)
� . IN ED ( no of days)
� Country of Nativity
� . Date and Court of Naturalization; if citizen by marriage, name of person to whom married
� . Name of householder, tenant, of apt. lessee with whom reside
� . Last Voted at:
� state
� city
� street address
� 24. Last Voted in (year)
� 25. Business connection
� 26. Location of business
� Signature on registration day
� Signature on election day
� Remarks



Meier Meisels 1920 NYC Voter Reg.



Probably due to 
anti-Tammany Hall 
Mayor in 1917 
election

Pauline’s 
registration 
after NYS 
suffrage-first 
state 
election



Internet Archive-Boston Voter Reg



CA 1890 Voter Registers

2013 CA Law Voter Registration Records open after 100 
years from creation of the record, but does not affect
those records that were microfilmed or digitized prior to 
1989. 



Google State
�To check the voter registration records in your state of 

interest Google state name  and voter registration 


